
ST. PETER THE FISHERMAN 
PASTORAL COUNCIL MINUTES 

October 26, 2017 
 
Present: Carole Anhalt, Steve Becker, Ann Dier, Patrick Gagnon, Ellen Gelhar, Denise Gesch, Jerry 

Levanetz,  Collette Tegen, Deacon Paul Gleichner for Fr. Tom 
Not Present: Jim LaFond, Tim Schroeder 
 
Call to Order: Collette Tegen opened the meeting with a prayer at 6:30 p.m. 
Agenda: Motion to approve by Ellen Gelhar, seconded by Carole Anhalt. 
Minutes: Motion to approve by Patrick Gagnon, seconded by Steve Becker. 
 
Old Business None. 
 
Committee Worship/Ministry:  The computer for the screens in church is now hardwired and an  
Reports amplifier has been purchased to improve sound.  A Ministry Morning was held in 

September with 35 ministers in attendance.  One minute Spiritual Life videos will be 
made by parish staff and shown during Advent following the themes of each Sunday.  
They will also be available on the website and social media.  A Remembrance Service 
will be held Monday, November 6 at 6:30 p.m.  Stewardship weekend is the second 
weekend of November and several groups from the community will speak at the 
weekend masses and have booths in the Gathering Space.  The Thanksgiving mass is at 9 
a.m.  An Anointing Mass will be December 3 at 1 p.m. and a parish wide Reconciliation 
Service will be December 6 at 6:30 p.m.  Since the 4th Sunday of Advent falls on 
Christmas Eve, regular Sunday masses will be held at 4 p.m. on December 23, and 9 a.m. 
on December 24.  Christmas Eve masses will be a 4, 6, and 10 p.m. and Christmas Day 
masses will be at 8 and 10 a.m.  Deacon Paul was asked about the progress of the new 
crucifix for church.  He reported that adjustments were made to the original design and 
installation will probably be in 2019 in time for Easter.  Pictures will be in the Gathering 
Space for viewing by parishioners, and the crucifix will be paid for with donations. 

 School Board of Education:  The study done for the Diocese showed many schools close 
to closing, especially on the lakeshore.  Fr. Doug LeCaptain at St. Francis of Assisi is 
advocating for a system in the county to be called Roncalli and to include elementary, 
middle, and high school.  The parish is not in favor of a system as it currently has about 
20 students and this number is projected to decrease.  Our census is down and giving is 
down.  Discussions on this are just beginning.   

 Stewardship:  Stewardship weekend is November 11/12. The parish has raised $3200 for 
turkeys for TREP.  The parish will no longer sponsor Step by Step for TREP due to lack of 

 participation.   
Vocations:  The Knights of Columbus are now working with Deacon Tom Tomaszewski to 
schedule fun nights to allow interaction of students with some in religious vocations.   

 Evangelization:  The current committee was always an events committee with no 
interest in traditional evangelization.  Deacon Paul feels the committee needs to start 
over according to future Diocesan guidelines.  Priests, deacons and parish staff have 
attended discipleship seminars.  The Diocese is trying to find a course of action on this.  
Deacon Paul and Bernie Huettl will be trained in Alpha, and small groups will be forming 
as part of the discipleship/evangelization initiative of the parish planning process. 



 Building and Grounds:  New front doors have been installed and dusk to dawn lights will 
be installed at the entrances to the building for added security.  The VFW now meets in 
the old convent building once a month.  About 60 high school students from the 
Diocesan “Love Begins Here” groups will be here this summer occupying the convent 
building as well as the upstairs classrooms.  They will work for parishioners first and 
then the community. Two Rivers students will go elsewhere in the Diocese to help out in 
another community.  The parish is still exploring how to use the convent building for the 
community. 

 Catholic Men’s Organization:  The group is donating $500 to turkeys for TREP.   
 Catholic Women’s Organization:  The Holiday Fiesta will be November 18.  They are 

asking for donations for the silent auction. 
 Personnel:  To help relieve the workload of Sheila, Fr. Tom, Fran Schweigert and Bernie 

Huettl will take over planning parish initiatives. 
 Finance:  Income is down but the parish is paying bills so the financial picture is stable. 
 
Planning Process  Foster Fellowship:  Recent events were the tri-parish mission and a bus trip to Holy 

Hill.  The Care Ministry continues to visit hospitals, assisted living facilities, and nursing 
homes.  Coffee & Conversation has been reduced in number with Fr. Tom presenting 4 
sessions.    
Weekend Experience:  Amazing Parish seminars were attended by parish staff.  Sheila 
and Kelly Scheuer are working on the ministry for children.  More food related activities 
will be planned for the weekends after mass.  Life Teen is now on Sunday mornings after 
the 10 a.m. mass and more families are coming to mass with their students.  Jon and 
Tessa will provide music for the 10 a.m. mass twice a month.  The parish must continue 
to be intentional in its mission to families. 

 Outreach/Service:  The committee is still looking for direction.  They are working to have 
a list on the parish website of community groups parishioners work in. 

 
New Business None. 
 
Pastor’s Report  None 
 
Community The biggest issue for Manitowoc County identified by Progress Lakeshore, an economic   
Climate development group, was the need for work force.  There is also a need for housing at 

both ends of the economic spectrum.  The St. Mark’s Place development is on hold 
pending congressional action on taxes.  Fisher Hamilton has hired a company to do 
environmental testing on the Hamilton site and wells have been dug for this purpose.  
The city has begun the process of condemnation for areas on the site that would be 
public property such as streets and a park.   

 
The next meeting will be December 7, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Motion to adjourn was made by Patrick Gagnon and seconded by Carole Anhalt.  The meeting adjourned 

at 7:30 p.m. with a prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Denise Gesch, Secretary   


