
ST. PETER THE FISHERMAN 
PASTORAL COUNCIL MINUTES 

December 7, 2017 
 
Present: Carole Anhalt, Steve Becker, Ann Dier, Patrick Gagnon, Ellen Gelhar, Denise Gesch, Jim 

LaFond, Jerry Levanetz, Tim Schroeder, Collette Tegen, Lisa Taddy for Fr. Tom 
 
Call to Order: Collette Tegen opened the meeting with a prayer at 6:30 p.m. 
Agenda: Motion to approve by Pat Gagnon, seconded by Jim LaFond. 
Minutes: Motion to approve by Ann Dier, seconded by Carole Anhalt. 
 
Old Business None. 
 
Committee Worship/Ministry:  No report. 
Reports School Board of Education:  No report. 
 Stewardship:  Lisa reported that there were a number of signups at the Stewardship Fair 

which showcases what we do as a parish.   Outside groups were also present.  Eight or 
nine couples signed up for Meals on Wheels and over 7 people expressed interest in St. 
Vincent de Paul.  The Diocese is currently consolidating departments so stewardship and 
evangelization are in flux.   

 Vocations:  No report. 
 Evangelization:  No report. 
 Building and Grounds:  Jim reported that the recent thunderstorm caused damage with 

some lights and the HVAC computer.  That computer was replaced with an office 
computer no longer in use, and a surge protector and battery backup were also 
installed.  The fall cleanup of the grounds was completed in November.  The altar from 
the convent was moved upstairs in the school building and a chapel was created for 
students.  The outdoor manger is set up with trees donated by Taylor Trees.  A fence 
portion was blown down by the convent; it won’t be replaced.  There is a pothole in the 
parking lot north entrance area and Lisa will call Seiler Bros. to fix it. 

 Catholic Men’s Organization:  The November meeting had a turnout of 26.  Officer 
Monte Greene spoke.  The organization donated $500 for Fr. Maurice’s trip home and 
$500 to Adopt-a-Family. 

 Catholic Women’s Organization:  The Holiday Fiesta was a success with proceeds about 
the same as last year.  The organization donated $2,000 to Adopt-a-Family. 

 Personnel:  Fr. Doug LeCaptain of St. Francis suggested that since their deacon, Tom 
Tomaszewski, is working here, and our deacon, Mark LeGreve, is now living in 
Manitowoc, the two deacons should switch assignments.  If approved by the Diocese, 
the change will take place around January 1, 2018.   

 Finance:  As of October 31, there was a $56,000 deficit.  This was due to a double 
payment having to be made to Roncalli as well as a payment to the Leo Benevolent Fund 
for retired priests.  We are currently only a little under budget.  No money from savings 
was needed to cover expenses.  Giving is going down as our parishioners age.  The 
School Endowment Fund and parish investments have done well because of the current 
stock market growth. 

 
Planning Process Foster Fellowship:  No report. 



 Weekend Experience:  Going along well especially with the increase in fellowship after 
masses. 

 Outreach/Service:  No report. 
 
New Business Sunday Morning Mass Change:  It has been recommended to change the 7:30 a.m. mass 

to 8 a.m. beginning with the Epiphany weekend in January.  Other parishes in the 
Diocese with only two morning masses hold them at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.  A 7:30 mass 
time is found only in parishes with three Sunday morning masses.  Most comments have 
been favorable though there are some who have expressed concern due to conflicts 
with work schedules.  There was discussion that if this is being done to make it easier for 
more people to attend mass, including families, then it should be noted that the 
weekday morning 8 a.m. mass in inconvenient for working people and young people to 
attend.  It was suggested that if there is interest in attracting more people to attend 
mass, then the parish should try an earlier mass once a week during the week.  A motion 
to approve the Sunday morning mass change from 7:30 to 8 a.m. was made by Ellen 
Gelhar and seconded by Pat Gagnon.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
Pastor’s Report The monthly visits to the homebound by Fr. Tom, Fr. Maurice, and Bernie Huettl are 

being well received.  They will visit homebound parishioners on a rotating basis once a 
month.  Many parishioners have stepped forward to help the Adopt-a-Family program.  
These are families not regularly in the system, but who are currently undergoing hard 
times.  New criteria states that families must be residents of Two Rivers,  and an age 
limit is also in place.  Nineteen care packages were sent to parish college students 
whose parents submitted their names.  Many of the students emailed their thanks to 
the parish.  This is something the parish would like to do again at Easter time.  
Parishioners were incredibly generous in donations for this program.  Candy, gift cards, 
a religious ornament, and a Christmas card were included in the care packages. 

 
Community The city purchased a small house near the fire station to make more room for the trucks 
Climate to enter.  The city is looking into legal proceedings to take some of the old Hamilton 

property for public use – extension of city streets and a park.  Fisher Scientific won’t sell 
the property.  Condemnation proceedings could take a long time to settle.  The city 
budget is finalized and property tax bills will be mailed on Monday.  There is a minimal 
city tax increase, but taxpayers will see an overall decrease in their tax bill.  The final 
document of the Economic Development Plan is prepared.  The biggest issue is a steady 
workforce and low wages in this area.  The April 3, 2018 election is for city, county, 
school board, and one Wisconsin Supreme Court justice.  Any primary elections needed 
would be held in February. 

 
The next meeting will be January 25, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
The meeting adjourned with a prayer at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Denise Gesch, Secretary 


